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Digging for Milton
COTTAGE volunteers, the 
public and members of  
the Friends of  Milton’s 
Cottage were invited to the 
poet’s house on Saturday 3 
October between 10am and 
1pm. 

The main purpose was for 
work to be done on the garden, 
but it was also a chance to 
look around and to hear about 
opportunities in 2016 to help 
out in the cottage or in the much 
admired Grade II listed garden.

The working party made 
themselves busy in the garden. 
Friend Jan Still writes... 

“We had a very successful day.
There were about eight garden 
volunteers and between us we 
achieved a huge amount. The 
beds were cleared of  the remains 
of  the annuals, perennials were 
cut back, and some plants were 
divided to be planted elsewhere 
in the garden. Hedges were 
trimmed, paths were cleared and 
the edges trimmed and the water 
feature was tidied up. 

A new rose bed was cut as we 
have been kindly offered several 
Young Lycidas roses to add to 
the garden. Three large tree 

stumps were removed, and we 
have been given by a new myrtle 
bush by Mrs Mary Finey, to 
replace one that had died. The 
biggest job was to cut through 
the iron railings at the rear of  
the Cottage garden to create an 
access gateway (not for public 
access) into the car park to enable 
rubbish to be removed and 
heaped up for a bonfire. Gravel 
can also be carried in at a future 

date to refurbish the paths in 
spring. Moving around two tons 
of  gravel will be a big job and 
will require another work party. 

While all this activity was going 
on, refreshments were served in 
the Cottage for volunteers and 
visitors. We were ably supported 
by volunteers who provided tea, 
coffee and delicious cakes.

There were quite a few new 
visitors to the Cottage, no doubt 

helped by the good weather, and 
Keith Sugden was called in from 
the gardening to show people 
around! Everyone put in a lot of  
effort so thanks to all concerned. 

We had a huge crop of  apples 
in the garden this year so several 
volunteers and visitors went 
home with pies and crumbles 
in mind. We hope that similar 
events will raise interest in the 
cottage locally in future.”

The Society of the Friends of Milton’s Cottage
Charity number: 274269

This year’s Annual General Meeting of the Friends 
will be held in Milton’s Cottage at 7pm on Thursday 
10 December, and includes a lecture, mulled wine and 
mince pies. See p4 for full details...

Don’t miss this year’s AGM!

Volunteer work party in the garden standing from left: Jan Bradley, Andrew Still, Janice Pendall, 
Jan Still, Nigel Pendall, Kneeling from left: John Bradley, Tim Simmons, Keith Sugden



‘Besotted’
“But now, with a besotted and degenerate baseness of spirit, except some 
few who yet retain in them the old English fortitude and love of Freedom, 
and have testifi’d it by thir matchless deeds, the rest, imbastardiz’d from 
the ancient nobleness of thir Ancestors, are ready to fall flatt and give 
adoration to the Image and Memory of this Man, who hath offer’d more 
cunning fetches to undermine our Liberties, and putt Tyranny in an Art, 
than any British King before him.”

Neologism of  the month
TODAY we tend to use the 
word besotted to mean 
stupefied romantically. 
 But Milton’s thoughts were a 
long way from sexual infatuation 
when he coined the word in his 
Eikonklastes. We usually quote a 
poetic first context in this series, 
but here the word appears in a 
prose setting, which illustrates 
in fine style  Milton’s hatred of  
Charles I. It is introduced by 
our own Quentin Skinner (first 
Milton Lecturer, 2012) in his 
book Visions of  Politics, vol 2, 
(CUP, 2002):

[Milton] is even more shocked 
by the slavish attitudes [his fellow 
citizens] revealed at the moment 
of  their liberation, a weakness he 
denounces in one of  his fiercest 
bursts of  invective...

Trustee John Bradley 
writes…  
 
“Through the support of  Friends 
and Volunteer Guides, many 
from NADFAS, the cottage has 
been kept open this season on 
Tuesdays; the fourth Friday of  
each month; and all the four 
bank holiday weekends. 

Analysis of  visitor numbers 
shows Fridays and Bank Holiday 
weekends to be the most popular 
visiting periods. With this 
generous gift of  their time and 
expertise, it is estimated that the 
volunteer guides will have shown 
the cottage to almost the same 
number of  visitors – around 
85% – as achieved in 2014. This 
is remarkable considering the 
reduced hours of  opening this 
season.

Pre-booked parties have 
accounted for about 20% of  of  
visitor numbers, arriving here 
from a whole range of  continents 
- Australia, USA and Europe. 

Already three groups have 
booked to return in 2016.”

Simon Avery, John Bradley 
and Heidi Nolan warmly invited 
the volunteer guides and all 
who would like to become 
volunteers to a reception with 
wine and snacks at the cottage 
on 12 November. This provided 
an opportunity to discuss the 
updated position of  the Trust and 
2016 opening arrangements.

Our volunteers 
kept the Cottage 
open this season 

Save the date! The 2016 Annual Milton Lecture  
will take place on March 9th with Professor Joad 
Raymond of QMUL on Milton’s work for government 
and his rise to fame. Full details in the next letter...

Volunteers Keith Sugden (above)  John Bradley (below) at 
work in the Cottage garden



Raising a summer cup to Milton 

The cottage is closed as usual for the winter season 
31 October to 1 March. Can you volunteer some 
time to staff the cottage in the new 2016 season? 
For info call: 01494 872313

A glorious evening with a fabulous blue moon 
ensured that everyone enjoyed the wonderful 
drinks and canapes at this year's Annual 
Pimms Party. It was held in the Cottage 
garden on Friday 31 July. As usual, the Pimms 
team excelled themselves with a fine array of  
food. Thanks to everyone who attended and 
supported the event!

More photos on page 4...
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Not a friend yet? Joining helps with operation and 
maintenance costs of the cottage and museum. You 
will be invited to attend events, get free entrance, and 
be kept up to date via the newsletter. Download a 
joining form at: www.miltonscottage.org/friends

Don’t miss the festive AGM on 10 December!
THE Friends will hold 

their AGM in Milton’s 
Cottage at 7 pm on 
Thursday 10 December. 
All the usual business 
and a quick update on the 
immediate future of  the 
Cottage.

Most of  you will recall 
that last year Zoe 
Hawkins gave us a 
wonderful resume of  her 
PhD thesis. To accompany 
the AGM  this year we have 
her research supervisor, 
no less, namely Dr Paul 
Davis. He is a lecturer in 
the English Department 
at UCL. Among his 
many interests are the 
translation and reception 
of  the classics in England 

from the Civil War 
to the Napoleonic War. 
His current project is 

a short book on Milton 
for the “Writers and their 
Work” series. The title of  
his talk for us is Milton 
and the Cyclops. That is 

intriguing and we think 
it may be a reference 
to how Milton was 

portrayed in some royalist 
propaganda. Make sure 
you come along to find out! 

After Paul has 
enlightened us we will 
hold our traditional 

mulled wine and mince 
pie party, including an 
opportunity to buy 

Chalfont St Giles 
Christmas cards.


