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Now that the cruel winter has receded, we can safely 
think about the annual Pimms Picnic. This year it 
takes place on 27 June. in the fabulous garden of 
Milton’s Cottage. See p4 for full details...

It’s Pimms o’clock again!

Third annual lecture
We are very pleased to 
announce the third annual 
Milton Lecture. 

This year we have been 
very fortunate and persuaded 
Dr Anna Beer to speak to us. 
Anna is a fellow of  Kellogg 
College at Oxford University, 
as well as being a continuing 
education lecturer. Many 
readers will already know her 
invaluable biography Milton: 
Poet, Pamphleteer and Patriot 
(Bloomsbury, 2008). 

Not only is she a great writer 
but also a terrific speaker. Fresh 
from a sabbatical term in Italy, 
she will talk to us on Milton 
in Italy. We know that the 
young Milton spent a formative 
period of  his life in Italy and 
only hurried back from his 
delightful sojourn in southern 
Europe when he heard of  the 
deteriorating political situation 
in England. 

We are also delighted to 
say that for a second year the 
Mercers’ Company will host 
the event at Mercers’ Hall. 
Milton is the most famous 
alumnus of  St Paul’s School 
and the Mercers have for 
centuries supported it. Their 
generosity will again extend to 

holding a reception afterwards 
in their grand hall upstairs: 
your chance to buttonhole the 

speaker, the master 
of  the Mercers 

and anyone of  
consequence 
in 
Miltonian 
matters 
over a 
glass of  
wine and 

splendid 
canapés!

Please help 
to make this 

event a success 
by getting together 

a little party to attend the 
lecture: it promises to be a most 
informative and entertaining 
evening. 
As before, tickets will be 
available on the door at a 
mere five pounds each on a 
first-come-first-served basis. 
However, it may be wise 
to get your name onto the 
special reserved list which will 
guarantee entry by contacting 
the chairman in advance.

Telephone Keith Sugden 
on: 01895 831774 or e-mail: 
keith.sugden@hotmail.co.uk 

The details
Date:  Thursday 1 May 2014
Time:  6pm
Venue: Mercers’ Hall, Ironmonger Lane, London 
EC2V 8HE (nearest tubes St Paul’s or Bank).

The Mercers’ Hall and (inset) Dr Anna Beer
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Don’t miss life’s big chances! The Friend’s 
Committee needs a new volunteer who has the time 
and skills needed to organise fund-raising events. 
This could be you! If so please get in touch.

THe Cottage’s gardener, 
Andy Still, has been working 
as a volunteer on two or 
three mornings a week for  
seven years.

Early retirement provided 
Andy – who was a chartered 
civil engineer – with a chance to 
pursue his interest in horticulture. 

With his wife Jan still working 
full time, he started out as a 
garden volunteer at Wisley. 
During this time he obtained 
some Royal Horticultural Society 
(RHS) qualifications that led 
unexpectedly to becoming 
employed as a gardener in 
the Trials Department. The 
next five years were spent 
on the Trials Field, with 
particular responsibility for the 

narcissus, tulip, delphinium 
and  hyacinthacae trials and 

Rosewarne collections. He was 
also involved with some of  the 

more unusual scientific trials at  
Deers Farm, timing lily beetle 

TodAy we might say 
“you look terrific” or “He 
played a terrific innings 
at the oval.” We mean 
“good”. “He passed at 
terrific speed” in the 
sense “extraordinary” is 
getting closer to the earliest 
meaning expressed in 
“We had a terrific storm 
last night”, meaning 
“frightening”. 

Terrific is one of  the 
most popular of  Milton’s 
neologisms. Did he first use it 
in a meteorological context? 
No. Here is its first appearance, 
derived of  course from the Latin 
terrere, to frighten. 

A serpent with a hairy mane?! 
Was Milton a rather poor 
zoologist? Well, maybe it is an 
allusion to Virgil’s Aeneid (2, 
206), where two serpents have 
“iubaeque sanguineae superant 
undas” meaning “and blood-red 
crests that top the waves”.  

‘Terrific’
The serpent subtlest beast of all the field,
Of huge extent sometimes, with brazen eyes
And hairy mane terrific, though to thee
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call.

(Paradise Lost, book 7, lines 495-498, 1667)

Neologism of       the month

In the garden of  Eden

excursions and monitoring beech 
tree CO2 emissions.

According to Andy, keeping up 
with much younger colleagues 
eventually became too much 
of  a challenge and he explored 
possibilities nearer home, one of  
which was becoming a volunteer 
at the Cottage. The year starts 
with pruning the grape vine, 
wisteria and fruit trees, then 
raising from seed plants for 
spring and summer. It finishes 
with buying and planting new 
roses and preparing the beds for 
winter.  Major jobs over the years 
have included erecting fencing to 
try to keep out deer, creating the 
vista through into the top garden 
to view ‘Eve in the orchard’ and 
setting up the gazebo. 

Andy says: “Working in the 
garden is immensely satisfying 
and provides much needed 
exercise .My thanks go to Eddie 
especially for the morning 
beverage and stiffeners ( when 
freezing temperatures demand), 
and also to the Trust for the 
opportunity to spend time in 
such an historical and peaceful 
environment’.      

Andy Still in the garden and (right) in full bloom



AfTer nearly 20 years 
as resident curator at the 
Cottage, eddie dawson has 
decided to seek pastures 
new. He has hung in for 
several years after the 
normal retirement age 
and we will all miss his 
personal style in running 
the museum and garden 
day to day.  

Eddie made his 
announcement at the AGM 
of  the Trustees on 6 March. 
If  a new curator is found and 
can be in place the handover 
is expected to take place at the 
end of  June. However Eddie 
has expressed his willingness to 
continue a little longer in the 
event of  a delay. 

Many of  the current 
supporters of  the Cottage 
will find themselves unable 
to remember any previous 
incumbents of  the post. So for 
many Eddie is the Cottage. 

Most visitors today are 
unaware how much the 
experience has improved during 
his time. For example, 20 years 
ago only two rooms, the parlour 

and the study, were shown to 
visitors. Now the whole ground 
floor is accessible, including the 
‘political room’ and the two 

entrance lobbies, one of  which 
forms the shop and exit into the 
garden. Meanwhile the curator 
lives in a refurbished apartment 

on the upper floor of  the 
Cottage. 

Not only has Eddie instigated 
all these improvements, but it 
has to be said that years after 
the event, many visitors recall 
the curator’s personality more 
clearly than anything they 
actually saw! 

He is a meticulous keeper of  
records and when he says he 
has presented Milton to 52 000 
people, we believe him! 

Finally we should draw 
attention to the many 
acquisitions of  rare books 
and incunabula to improve 
the collection, mostly spotted 
by Eddie in catalogues and 
all funded by charitable 
foundations known to him. 
As a result, neither the British 
Library nor the Bodleian can 
hold a candle to us in the field 
of  Milton!

Should any readers wish to be 
considered for the post or have 
suggestions to offer they are welcome 
to contact the Chairman of  Trustees, 
Simon Avery. Phone: 01494 
872274 or email: savery@ 
bell-cornwell-london.co.uk 

Catch up with Milton this season! The cottage  
is open daily until 31 October 2014,  
Tuesday-Sunday, 10am-1pm & 2pm-6pm 
(last visitors 5pm). Closed Mondays except for 
Bank Holidays. For info call: 01494 872313

Moving on after 20 years

Eddie Dawson with the Cottage’s new cormorant

Milton and Cornwall
Or whether thou to our moist vows denied
Sleep’st by the fable of  Bellerus old, 
Where the great vision of  the guarded mount
Looks towards Namancos and Bayona’s hold;
Look homeward angel now and melt with ruth.

In “Lycidas”, Milton addresses the 
drowned edward King and asks 
where his bones might be found. 

Here he mentions Lands End in 
Cornwall and its neighbourhood, especially 
St Michael’s Mount. The Rev. Henry Todd, 
in his “Complete Poetical Works of  John 
Milton (1801) identifies Lands End as the 
promontory of  Bellerium, so named from 
Bellerus, a Cornish giant. 

He remarks that “this is the only part of  

our island that looks directly towards Spain. 
The “great vision” and the “angel” refer to 
the legend that St Michael the Archangel 
appeared to local fishermen on the mount 
in the 5th century AD. 

He is now asked to turn away from Spain 
and look at the English coast and Irish Sea 
where Lycidas, Milton’s name for Edward 
King, was drowned. 

Milton’s knowledge of  Cornwall with 
its tin mining heritage, is also reflected in 
his Latin poem “Epithamium Damonis”, 
where he refers to “Fusca metallis Tamara”, 
beautifully translated as “Tamar’s ore-
tinctured flood” by Cowper. But maybe we 
don’t want to be reminded of  the watery 
beginning of  the year!



Not a friend yet? Joining helps with operation and 
maintenance costs of the cottage and museum. You 
will be invited to attend events, get free entrance, and 
be kept up to date via the newsletter. Download a 
joining form at: www.miltonscottage.org/friends

Friends’ news: Fundraiser sought
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AS earl Haig said during 
the first World War “your 
Country Need you!” In this 
case the most important 
fragment of  the country 
called Milton’s Cottage 
needs you. 

Your committee is seeking 
another helper to assist in 
arranging fundraising events. We 
are well supplied with chairman, 
treasurer, records keeper and 
editor; but at present Carole is 
shouldering the work of   actual 
fundraising. 

The work is not onerous and 
need only centre around one 
event per annum. One needs 
common sense, community 
spirit and a talent for attracting 
participants. The nature of  the 
event is more or less arbitrary 
and can embrace anything that 
does not outrage public decency 
too much. 

If you can help, contact 
the chairman of the Friends, 
Keith Sugden, telephone: 
01895 831774, or e-mail: keith.
sugden@hotmail.co.uk

Raise a glass to Milton

Shakespeare’s greatest hits

Keith Sugden, Chairman 
01895 831774 
keithsugden@tiscali.co.uk

Phillip Lea-Wilson, Treasurer  
01494 872723      
pleawilson@aol.com

Richard Bolton, Membership  
01494 870534      
richard.heatherlea@talktalk.net

Carole Lucas   
01494 871154      
caroleluc@aol.com

Jane Gibney   
020 88982667  
jane_gibney@hotmail.com

Milton’s Cottage,  
Deanway,  
Chalfont St. Giles,  
Bucks, HP8 4JH;  
www.miltonscottage.org

JOIN THE FRIENDS
Make a regular financial commitment to 
support ongoing work at Milton’s Cottage and 
Museum. At the same time get updates on what 
is happening in the world of  Milton as well as 
news of  local and national events. Your annual 
contribution becomes a predictable source of  
income for the important work needed to keep 
the Cottage open to the public. 

Please fill in the form below. Paying by 
Standing Order reduces our administrative costs 
and allows your contribution to have maximum 
effect. Signing the Gift Aid Declaration ensures 
a contribution from the government as  
a result of  your giving. 

GIFT AID  
DECLARATION
I wish The Society of  Friends of  Milton’s Cottage to 
treat this donation, and any future donation that I may 
make, as Gift Aid donations. I confirm that I pay income 
tax or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax deducted 
from this and any future donations. 

Signature ..........................................................

...........  Date ....... /....... /........

Your Name ....................................................

Address ....................................................

  ....................................................

  ....................................................

Telephone ....................................................

Email  ....................................................

STANDING ORDER
The Society of  Friends of  Milton’s Cottage - 
Charity number 274269

Membership of  the Friends - Please choose:
 Single Annual £ 24
 Couples Annual £ 36
 Benefactor £ 100

PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS 

Name of  Bank ....................................................

Bank address   ....................................................

  ....................................................

  ....................................................

  ....................................................

Sort Code      ....... - .......  - .......   

Account Number .....................................

The sum of  £   ....................................................

Now and annually hereafter and pay:
The Society of  Friends of  Milton’s Cottage - 
Charity number 274269

NatWest Bank PLC,  
Chalfont St Peter, Buckinghamshire

Sort Code  

Account Number

Signature .........................................................

Date ....... /....... /........
 
Send to: Mr P. Lea-Wilson, Treasurer 
Friends of  Milton’s Cottage 
Woodlands 
Gorelands Lane
Chalfont St Giles, Bucks
HP8 4HQ

Committee  
Members

If you were one of  those 
lucky enough to see the 
Lance Pierson Trio at the 
Vache performing Milton, 
you will know that their 
new “Shakespearean 
highlights package” is 
not to be missed when it 
comes to Chalfont St Giles 
on the 11th May as part of  
the Chalfont and Jordans 
festival. 

Here’s all about it:
No time to see all 37 plays 

or read all 154 sonnets? Then 
come and enjoy the highlights 
of  his work in Shakespeare’s 
Greatest Hits! In Voice and 
Verse bring to life the best 
of  the Bard in words and 
music. Actor Lance Pierson 
presents the most famous 
speeches and sonnets from 
Hamlet to Henry and Richard 
to Romeo. Soprano Belinda 

Yates and pianist Heather 
Chamberlain perform music 
inspired by Shakespeare’s work, 
from Purcell to Cole Porter 
and Walton’s Henry V to 
Bernstein’s West Side Story. 

Please note that Stone 
Cottage can only accommodate 
60 people so you are advised 

to book early to avoid 
disappointment!   

Tickets cost £13 and the festival 
takes place on Sunday 11 May at 
8pm, The Barn at Stone Cottage, 
High Street, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 
4QA. Call: 01494 873966 or visit: 
www.chalfontstgilesliteraryfestival.
org.uk

THIS year’s Summer 
Pimms Party will take 
place on friday 27 June 
from 7.30 to 9.30pm.

There will be Pimms, 
wine, soft drinks and a 
delicious range of  canapés 
supplied by the Pimm’s team, 
commencing at 7.30pm, at a 
cost of  £10 per head. 

Entry will be by the side 
gate to the garden. Friends 
are encouraged to bring 
guests.

Cheques payable to the ‘The 
Society of  Friends of  Milton’s 
Cottage’ should be sent to:  
John Bradley,  23 The Lagger,  
Chalfont St Giles HP8 4DH. For 
info email:  jpdbradley-miltons@
yahoo.co.uk

Don’t miss another chance to hear the Trio!

Keith Sugden at last 
year’s Pimms Party


