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Looking for something to expend your newfound 
energy on now that winter is on the way out? 
Why not volunteer at Milton’s Cottage? For more 
information turn to page 2

Spring in your step?

Milton & America
WE are most fortunate 
to have as our fourth 
annual Milton lecturer 
Emeritus Professor Thomas 
Corns who has recently 
retired from the English 
department at Bangor 
University. 

He is very well known in 
Miltonian circles and came to 
our attention from his book 
Milton: life, work and thought 
(OUP, 2008) which gained one 
of  three prizes awarded to 
him by the Milton Society 
of  America. Milton has 
been the main focus 
of  his research since 
his D.Phil. days at 
Oxford. In 1991 he 
founded the Milton 
Seminar, a twice-yearly 
gathering of  academics 
in Birmingham. 

His current project is to 
produce the Complete Works of  
John Milton in eleven volumes 
for the OUP. The co-editor 
in this great endeavour is non 
other than the Friends’ most 
long-standing supporter and our 
second Milton lecturer, Emeritus 
Professor Gordon Campbell. 

Professor 
Corn’s other 

publications include; 
Milton’s Language (1990); 
Uncloistered Virtue: English 
political literature 1640-1660 
(Clarendon Press, 1992); 
Regaining Paradise Lost 
(Longmans, 1994); The Milton 
Encyclopedia (Longmans 2012).

Professor Corns will be 
speaking on Milton & America. 
As an introduction to this subject 
he says; “John Milton, defender 
of  regicide and republicanism, 
and the architects of  American 
Independence were strongly 
associated in the mind of  at least 
one fierce defender of  British 
interests, the towering figure of  

Dr Johnson, and with reason: 
Milton and the radical thinkers 
of  America, both seventeenth 
and eighteenth century, were in 
a complex relationship. Milton 
was influenced by the church 
government of  the New England 
colonies and by the bolder 
thinking of  Roger Williams, 
founder of  Rhode Island. 

In turn, his work circulated 
widely in the American 
colonies, and his political 
writing, somewhat neglected 
contemporaneously in England, 
shaped  the thinking of  Thomas 
Jefferson and his colleagues. The 
lecture ends with an account of  
Peter Ackroyd’s acclaimed novel, 
Milton in America, which, in 
a rather different idiom, visits 
these ideological cross-currents.”

The Lecture is on Monday 
16 March at 6pm. Donations 
of £5 at the door. Generously 
hosted once again by the 
Mercers at Mercers’ Hall, 
Ironmonger Lane, London 
EC2V 8HE (St Paul’s or Bank 
Underground). For further 
details call Keith Sugden on: 
01895 831774 or email: keith.
sugden@hotmail.co.uk
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‘Love-lorn’
“Sweet Echo, sweetest nymph, that liv’st unseen
Within thy aery shell,
By slow Meander’s margent green,
And in the violet embroider’d vale,
Where the love-lorn nightingale
Nightly to thee her sad song mourneth well;”

[Comus ll 230-235]

Neologism of  the month
THIS neologism is found 
in a work of  Milton’s 
youth, the masque Comus 
written for a performance 
in 1634 before the Earl of  
Bridgewater at Ludlow 
Castle and published three 
years later in London. 

Once described to me as “a 
musical satire on chastity” and 
thus as evidence that Milton 
should never be considered a 
Puritan, Comus is a wonderful 
work which the Friends saw 
beautifully performed at Christ’s 
College, Cambridge in 2008. 

At the opening of  the masque 
The Lady is lost in a dark forest 
where she can hear sounds of  
revelry. Fearing for her virtue she 
suddenly witnesses “a sable cloud 
turn forth her silver lining upon 
the night” and thus emboldened 
begins her song (right).

Those readers new to this 
regular feature may like to 
know its origin. During the 
400th birthday year Dr Gavin 
Alexander of  Christ’s College 
published his analysis of  
neologisms in the OED and his 
scorecard reads:
John Milton..................630
Ben Jonson...................558
John Donne..................342
W. Shakespeare............229

IT is an amazing thing that 
people are prepared to give 
what is probably their most 
precious resource, their 
spare time, in support of  a 
cause or a charity that they 
believe in. That is a most 
generous gift. Who would 
not want to spend their 
working day with the people 
who are living the same 
passion?

Now is the time to join the 
ranks of  those who volunteer 
at Milton’s Cottage. During the 
present interregnum the Cottage 
is entirely dependent on those 
literary-minded and public-
spirited individuals who donate 
a few hours of  their time once or 
twice a month. 

We are managing to keep the 
building open to the public on 
Tuesdays, bank holiday weekends 
and by appointment for booked 
groups. 

But we can only do so if  more 
of  you come forward! The work 
is not arduous and is usually 
done in teams of  two, admitting, 
welcoming and informing 
visitors. For 20 years the 
volunteers have been organised 
by Heidi Nolan and she will 
continue this year.

Eventually more permanent 
arrangements will be put in place, 
but even then there will still be a 

great need for volunteers.
While on the subject, if  

your bent is more towards 
the outdoors, there are also 
opportunities to help maintain 
the wonderful garden. Andy Still 
would be delighted to have more 
assistance with his horticultural 
endeavours!

Please contact either Heidi 
Nolan (01494874830) or Andy 
Still (01494 873388).

Calling for new 
Milton’s Cottage  
volunteers...

Not a friend yet? Joining helps with operation and 
maintenance costs of the cottage and museum. You 
will be invited to attend events, get free entrance, and 
be kept up to date via the newsletter. Download a 
joining form at: www.miltonscottage.org/friends



The cottage is open until 31 October 2015 on 
Tuesdays, Bank Holiday weekends, and by 
appointment for groups. Also join us for Chalfont 
St Giles open gardens day on Sunday 7 June. 
For info call Heidi Nolan on 01494874830

At December’s AGM, Dr 
Zoe Hawkins gave a very 
interesting lecture to the 
Friends about Milton 
and Home. She began 
by talking about how in 
1877 the Pall Mall Gazette 
reported that the house 
in Westminster where 
Milton had lived when 
he was Latin Secretary 
to Oliver Cromwell had 
been demolished due to 
advanced dilapidation. 

The loss of  this house was 
keenly felt in Victorian Britain. 
People cared about retaining 
Milton’s houses. In 1887 Queen 
Victoria led the attempt to save 
Milton’s cottage in Chalfont St 
Giles. The London house that 
had been torn down was turned 
into fragmented souvenirs – 
apparently wood was made 
into a box for Paradise Lost 
– and pieces of  the house even 
migrated across to America.

Even during Milton’s lifetime 
his houses became sites for 
tourism since according to John 
Aubrey, foreigners would come 
to see him. So the houses were 
important for memorialising 
him and offering him respect 
and it seems that from very early 
on this is what Milton wanted to 
happen.

Milton’s home in Aldersgate 
Street, just outside the city walls, 
was memorialised in Sonnet 8, 
“When the assault was intended 
to the City”. This refers to the 
panic in London to defend the 
city after Edgehill in October 
1642. The poem claims to be a 
protective charm to defend the 
house and the city. Did Milton 
feel he should have marched out 
with the trained bands to meet 
the advancing King’s army? 
Maybe the poem compensates. 
Milton, who had just been 
abandoned by his wife and was 
looking after his two young 

nephews, was seeking new ways 
to make himself  useful.  

Captain or colonel, or 
knight in arms,

Whose chance on these 
defenceless doors may seize,

If deed of honour did ever 
thee please,

Guard them, and him 
within protect from harms, 

He can requite thee, for he 
knows the charms 

That call fame on such 
gentle acts as these,

And he can spread thy 
Name o’re lands and seas,

Whatever clime the sun’s 
bright circle warms. 

Dr Hawkins pointed out that 
earlier, in Elegia Prima, Milton 
writes in Latin verse to Charles 
Diodati about his rustication 
from Cambridge – which he 
was not impressed with. He 
was exiled but exiled home. 
He writes “I do not like having 
always to stomach to threats of  
a stern tutor, and other things 
which my spirit will not tolerate. 
If  this be exile – to have come 
home, to live in welcome leisure 
free from care – then I do not 
object to the name or fate of  
an exile, but gladly enjoy my 
banishment.” However, the 

pretty women in London, which 
was described as “the infamous 
halls of  faithless Circe” were 
to be avoided by a return to 
Cambridge. Milton rejects 
love-obsessed Ovid and refers 
instead to Homer’s Odyssey – 
he produces different ideas of  
home.

In his political tracts, Dr 
Hawkins emphasised, Milton 
represents the safe Christian 
home as being very important. 
He showcases his learning 
but he also takes the stand 
of  being a private person 
in a private position. He is 
from the middling classes, of  
homely origins. The idea of  
such educated middling classes 
running the country underlines 
the importance of  home as a 
space for the development of  
the person and of  ideas and 
this presages the downfall of  
luxurious palaces.

Metaphorically, home was 
where one felt things. In 
Milton’s tracts on divorce, 
home is a blessing – it is a place 
where one can feel keenly about 
private experiences. The poem 
on the death of  Charles Diodati, 
“Epitaphium Damonis”, was 
written on Milton’s return from 

Italy, when he was feeling the 
loss of  his friend. The word 
for home, “domus” appears 
seventeen times, recurring when 
he is most hurt and vulnerable. 
Home was a place where one 
could be most authentic, and 
hence Milton in his political 
tracts encourages his opponents 
to seek him at home.

Significantly, the only 
places referred to as home 
in “Paradise Lost” is Satan’s 
palace in the north of  heaven 
and hell. Here it is used in the 
fallen context. The word is 
coined by Satan at the moment 
of  his fall to refer to an area of  
land to hold defensively against 
God. Dr Hawkins sees “home” 
in this sense as a political value 
where one would go to have 
one’s own power, to escape 
from central government. In 
Eden Adam and Eve conduct 
their domestic life in the bower. 
The word “home” is never 
applied to the bower, to Eden 
or to heaven.

It is reclaimed, according 
to Dr Hawkins, in “Paradise 
Regained” by Jesus, reflecting 
the way in which ‘home’ 
became for Milton a centre 
against a country with a restored 
monarchy.

Dr Hawkins concluded by 
talking about the cottage. She 
feels that Milton may well not 
have been entirely comfortable 
in Chalfont St Giles when he 
went to live there during the 
time of  plague. The ladder to 
the upper floor was bad for his 
arthritis, but he would have liked 
the garden. He must, however, 
have been lonely. Some friends 
visited but nevertheless it was 
a kind of  exile. London was 
important as his friends were 
there so after the Restoration he 
remained there in hiding rather 
than exile himself  from this 
“home”.

Milton dictating poetry at home

AGM lecture: Milton and home 



Catch our fourth annual lecture: Milton & America!
Monday 16 March, 6pm. Donations of £5 at the door. 
Mercers’ Hall, Ironmonger Lane, EC2V 8HE (nearest 
tubes St Paul’s/Bank). For info call Keith Sugden on : 
01895 831774 or email: keith.sugden@hotmail.co.uk
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THE volunteers have been 
busy getting things in 
shape for the re-opening 
in March. Heidi Nolan and 
John Bradley were kept 
very busy with general 
cleaning and vacuuming, 
and the display cases and 
books were dusted and 
prepared in accordance 
with instructions provided 
by Hugo Brown. 

In the garden there are signs 
of  Spring, with the snowdrops 
now beginning to bloom and the 
hellebores providing a touch of  
colour. As Milton said, “Thus 
within the year, seasons return”. 

Andy Still has been busy 
repairing and re-staining 
the wooden benches and 

Jan Still will re-polish the 
commemorative brass plaques 
on them. Andy’s digging is 
always keenly observed by our 
resident Robins, Reggie and 
Rosie, who stand on his boots 
sometimes and root about in the 
wheelbarrow.

During the winter the 
wooden trellis separating the 
orchard area from the lawn was 
damaged by high winds and was 
found to be rotten, so it has been 
removed, opening up a pleasant 
view right down the garden. 
Hopefully this may encourage 
visitors to explore more of  
the garden and see the Young 
Lycidas roses in the Summer. 

The bust of  John Milton 
has his winter covering, but 

poor Eve looks rather prone to 
exposure! Luckily the weather 
is getting warmer and the sun 
has come out to approve our 
endeavours.

Both Andy Still and John 
Bradley have agreed to become 
Trustees of  Milton’s Cottage 
Museum, having been invited to 
do so.

Garden’s warming up for Eve

Bridge drive raises £850 for Cottage funds
THE Milton’s Cottage 
Bridge Drive took place 
on Wednesday 26th 
November at Coleshill 
village Hall. 

We had 17 tables ( so 68 
players)  of  very enthusiastic, 
fortunately not too 

competitive, bridge players 
with Cristina Teychenne 
acting as theTournament 
Director. Big thanks to 
Cristina for her contribution 
to the afternoon! Carole 
and Philip took it upon 
themselves to organize 

the tea along with a good 
friend of  Carole’s. Tea was 
served halfway through the 
afternoon and was very well 
received by the competitors. 
The event raised a healthy 
sum of  £850, much needed 
to boost Cottage funds.


