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First annual Milton lecture
We are very pleased to announce 
the first of  the new series of  
annual lectures on a Miltonian 
theme. We have been very 
fortunate both in persuading a 
leading specialist in 17th century 
politics to speak to us; and in 
securing as a venue a historic 
building closely associated with 
Milton himself.

Professor Quentin Skinner 
will speak on MILTON AND 
FREEDOM on the evening of  
Thursday 22 March at the church 
of  St Giles Cripplegate. 

Many of  you will already 
know this venue by sight. As you 
look out across the lake from the 
Barbican Arts Centre it is the 
only ancient building you see, 
a survivor from an area heavily 
blitzed in World War II. Those of  
you who have had the privilege 
of  Lance Pierson taking you on 
a walking tour of  Milton’s life in 
London will have ended in this 
church where Milton was buried 
in 1674.

John Milton is well known 
internationally as a poet – I have 
recently 
met 

people who studied 
Paradise Lost at 
university in Kuwait 
and in Georgia in the 
Caucasus, for example. 

However, we are 
always finding that 

visitors to the Cottage 
in Chalfont St Giles are 

unfamiliar with Milton’s 
direct political role as 

Cromwell’s ‘secretary for foreign 
tongues’ and with his leading 
role in promoting freedom of  
conscience and freedom of  
speech. So it is excellent that our 
speaker will be able to enlighten 
us in these areas!

Quentin Skinner is from 
Oldham in Lancashire and is a 
historian and political scientist 
at Queen Mary’s University 

of  London. He was educated 
at Cambridge University and 
has held academic positions in 
Cambridge and at Princeton in 
the US. Quentin is well known as 
a lecturer around the world, from 
St Louis to Berlin. His works have 
been translated into no less than 
25 languages, including Kurdish 
and Vietnamese. He has written 
on many subjects including 
Machiavelli and Thomas Hobbes, 
as well as co-editing ‘Milton and 
Republicanism’ (CUP, 1995). 
Quentin is married to Susan 
James, who is a professor at 
Birkbeck College and a specialist 
in 17th and 18th century 
philosophy. 

The lecture MILTON AND 
FREEDOM will be given at 
7pm on Thursday 22 March 
in the church of  St Giles 
Cripplegate, London EC2Y 
8DA. The shortest pedestrian 
access is from the corner of  Fore 
Street and Wood Street near 
Moorgate Station. Barbican is the 
alternative Tube stop. On-street 
parking nearby is limited. Tickets 
at £6 (£5 concessions) will 
include a glass of  wine after the 
lecture. Members of  the Friends 
will have priority booking rights 
over the general public for two 
weeks after the distribution of  this 
newsletter. 

Payment will be taken at the 
door of  the church on the night. 
Please make sure you bring all 
your friends and relatives to make 
sure that this series gets off  to a 
flying start!

Please e-mail your bookings to: 
keithsugden@tiscali.co.uk  or 
call: 01895 831774.

      Bomb damage to Milton’s tomb and St Giles Cripplegate  
          sustained in 1940 (above); Professor Skinner exploring a  
              glacier in Pategonia (left)



Voice and Verse (and hot fish) for Jubilee
LOOKING further ahead into 
2012, here is another date for 
your diary. 

On Saturday 26 May at 
6.30pm our old friend Lance 
Pierson and his trio, In Voice 
and Verse, will take advantage 
of  the imminence of  the great 
royal pageant on the Thames 
the following weekend to stage 
their own celebration of  the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
at the Memorial Hall in 
Chalfont St Giles. 

Lance is an actor who is 
well-known for his multi-
media presentations on Milton 

and is often to be found 
guiding excellent walking tours 
in the City in the footsteps of  
the poet.

The show will illustrate 
the nation’s monarchs and 
our history, with music by 
various classical composers 
and readings from, among 
others, Milton, Shakespeare, 
Betjeman and Queen 
Elizabeth I. In the interval 
we will serve a fish and chip 
supper prepared by a local 
fryer. 

Further details in the next 
newsletter. 

In Voice and Verse will perform at the Memorial Hall in Chalfont 
St Giles on 26 May

NEW readers may like to 
know that this regular feature 
originated with the research of  
Gavin Alexander, who ascribes 
a record 630 neologisms to 
Milton, but only 
558 to Jonson, 
342 to Donne 
and 229 to 
Shakespeare.

When 
we read in 
Private Eye of, 
for example, 
‘the fragrant 

Mary Archer’, the word 
fragrant is being 

used in its 
satirical sense. 
All personable 

ladies who come to the 
attention of  Private Eye tend to 
be categorised as fragrant. But 

it was Milton who first 
brought the word 

into the English 
language from 
the Latin verb 
fragrare, to emit 
a sweet odour, 

and so we can 
read in Book IV 

(lines 639-647) of  
Paradise Lost.

Incidentally, we would like to 
include ‘padlock’ in this series 
but cannot find any reference 
to its first use, supposedly by 
Milton. Can any reader help?

How different things might have been if Milton had 
sat down to write with a cold jug of Pimms at his 
elbow. Happily, we can all celebrate his work with 
a glass this summer – see the next newsletter for 
details of the annual picnic.

Neologism of  the month

‘Fragrant’
With thee conversing, I forget all time,
All seasons and their change, all please alike.
Sweet is the breath of morn, her rising sweet,
With charm of earliest birds; pleasant the sun
When first on this delightful land he spreads
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flower,
Glistering with dew; fragrant the fertile earth
After soft showers; and sweet the coming on
Of grateful evening mild…

Paradise Lost, Book IV (lines 639-647)

Budget blow out 
sends Paradise 
Lost film to hell
TOUTED as the ultimate 
‘hell-on-earth’ blockbuster 
starring the ‘sexiest man alive’, 
director Alex Proyas’s sci-fi 
epic Paradise Lost has been 
scrapped. 

Based on John Milton’s 17th 
century poem about a war 
in heaven, the film appears 
to have been waging war 
on earth, with reports that 
filmmakers and studios were 
battling over a final budget.

It is understood escalating 
costs forced a delay in 
production late last year, in an 
attempt to reduce the budget 
to a reported $US120 million 
($112 million). The film was 
to start filming in Sydney 
last month with People’s 
“sexiest man” Bradley Cooper 
as Lucifer. The decision is 
a major blow to the local 
industry.

For now, the film is lost in 
Hollywood limbo, but perhaps 
disappointed Milton fans can 
console themselves with a visit 
to the cottage?



Summer 1642. mary Powell, 
milton’s wife of just one month, 
returns to her family home in 
Oxfordshire for a short visit. 
She stays three years. 

When she didn’t return at 
the appointed time milton 
sent messengers who were 
‘dismissed with some sort of 
Contempt’. John Aubrey says 
they were ‘roughly handled’. 
mary’s rather extended break 
may in part have been caused 
by the outbreak of the civil 
war and the arrival of the 
king in Oxford, which meant 
that communications with 
Parliamentarian London were 
prohibited. Also, the Powells 
were royalists and, as Aubrey 
wisely notes, ‘Two opinions do 
not well on the same bolster’.  
But political difference was not 
the only problem in the milton 
household. effectively wifeless, 
and overwhelmed by anger and 
shame, milton threw himself 
into writing no less than five 
extensive tracts arguing that 
divorce with remarriage should 
be permitted on grounds of 
incompatibility. It seems his 
short marriage had not been all 
sunshine and light.

‘The Doctrine and 
Discipline of Divorce’ 
presents a poignant 
quasi-autobiographical 
story. An inexperienced 
man, lacking in self-
knowledge but maybe 
wishing to please friends, 
is pushed into a disastrous 
and inescapable marriage. 
It’s like a prison, ‘a 
drooping and disconsolate 
household captivitie, 
without refuge and 
redemption’; he’s left ‘to 
moulder away in heavines 
or thrust into underserved 
thraldom … coop’t up 
as it were in mockery of 
wedlock’. This much-tried 

husband finds he has a wife 
with whom he has nothing in 
common; who cannot share 
his intellectual interests. She 
turns out to be ‘an uncomplying 
discord of nature, or … an 
image of earth and fleam’. It’s 
grisly. It’s as if he were ‘a living 
soule bound to a dead corpse’. 
Where there’s no higher 

sympathy, sex too becomes 
ghastly. The husband becomes, 
paradoxically, enthralled to 
carnal passions, ‘a displeasing 
and forc’t remedy against the 
sting of a brute desire’. Where 
he had hoped for a ‘benevolent 
and intimate communion of 
body’ he instead finds himself 
like Samson forced to ‘grind in 
the mill of an undelighted and 
servil copulation’. He is used 
up, obliged ‘to pay out the best 
substance of his body, and of his 
soul too, as some think’. That is 
if he can perform – the danger 
is he can become ‘disinabl’d 
to return that [sexual] duty 
which is his’. To have to live 
with a woman and not love her 
is terrible, but I think we can 
really feel for this husband, 
believing himself ‘unbelov’d’ 
which is ‘the greatest injury to 
a gentle spirit’. 

Needless to say, 
contemporaries found 
milton’s ideas disgusting and 
licentious. His Presbyterian 
friends disowned him. A mrs 

Attaway, a lacemaker and lady 
preacher, was able to apply 
milton’s arguments to her own 
case and to desert her ungodly 
husband and run to the bosom 
of a more godly, albeit already 
married man. even so, feminists 
through the ages have inveighed 
against milton as a misogynist. 
But he seems to have liked 
women, marriage, and sex. 
Adam and Eve have a beneficent 
relationship in Paradise Lost, 
until the terrible moment when 
Adam realises that eve has 
betrayed him and submitted to 
the sensuous verbal coilings of 
the serpent. milton poignantly 
expresses Adam’s pain as he 
drops the wreath he has lovingly 
woven for her. 

milton certainly may have 
been overly idealistic when 
first entering marriage – but 
surely he’s not alone. He and 
mary were reconciled in 1645 
and shook down together well 
enough to put up with in-laws 
and raise a family until her 
death in 1652. 

Have you missed Milton this winter? The cottage  
will be open daily from 1 March-31 October,  
Tuesday-Sunday, 10am-1pm & 2pm-6pm 
(last visitors 5pm). Closed Mondays except for Bank 
Holidays. For info call: 01494 872313

Milton, marriage and divorce

Milton’s First Meeting with Mary Powell , Accompanied by her Brother, painted in 1862 by Alfred 
Rankley (1819-1872)



THE AGM before Christmas 
elected two new members to the 
Friends’ committee. 

An active member of  the 
community, Kathryn Gordon 
is delighted to join us, having 
a small link with Milton. She 
lives in the house that Thomas 

Ellwood was living in when he 
encouraged Milton to come 
and live in Chalftont St Giles. 
Thomas Ellwood had been 
Milton’s assistant in London, and 
at the time of  Milton’s removal 
to Chalftont St Giles had moved 
to the house in Bottrells Lane 

to live with the Penningtons. It 
is believed that Milton would 
have visited the house and farm 
during his year at the cottage. 

Jane Gibney is, as far as we 
know, the first professional 
involved in teaching English 
literature to join the Friends’ 
committee. She teaches at 
Royal Holloway, University 
of  London, in Egham; in 
Richmond near her home; 
and at The Charles Dickens 
Museum in Bloomsbury. Jane 
has taken over as editor of  this 
newsletter, assisted in technical 
matters by her daughter, 
Katherine.

Last month the Friends 
donated £2,000 to the Trustees 

to tide the cottage finances 
over the winter. Readers may 
have seen the recent BBC 
TV programme Countryfile 
which featured Eddie Dawson 
charming Julia Bradbury in 
the cottage during a feature 
about historic literary sites in 
Buckinghamshire. 

A viewer near Cambridge 
noticed a close-up shot which 
revealed the slightly tired 
appearance of  the hanging sign 
in Deanway. He is a specialist in 
the conservation of  metalwork 
and a signwriter. The Friends 
are sponsoring his sensitive 
restoration of  the iron sign. This 
will be ready for the first day of  
the new season on 1 March. 

Not a friend yet? Joining helps with operation and 
maintenance costs of the cottage and museum. You 
will be invited to attend events, get free entrance, and 
be kept up to date via the newsletter. Download a 
joining form at: www.miltonscottage.org/friends

Committee MembersCommittee Members
Keith Sugden, Chairman  01895 831744  keithsugden@tiscali.co.uk
Eppy Inman, Vice-Chairman 01494 581264 eppy.inman@ntlworld.com
Phillip Lea-Wilson, Treasurer 01494 872723  pleawilson@aol.com
Richard Bolton, Membership 01494 870534 richard.heatherlea@talktalk.net
Carole Lucas    01494 871154  caroleluc@aol.com
Cristina Teychenne   01494 727278  teychennec@gmail.com
Jane Gibney    020 88982667 jane_gibney@hotmail.com 
Kathryn Gordon   01494 870769 

Milton’s Cottage, Deanway, Chalfont St. Giles, Bucks, HP8 4JH; www.miltonscottage.org

Friends news

The sign outside the cottage, photographed a couple of  years ago

Charity Bridge Drive
For the preservation of Milton’s Cottage, Chalfont St Giles

The Society of the friends of Milton’s Cottage
Charity Number 274269

Tuesday 6 March 2012
1.45pm for 2pm

CHALFONT ST PETER COMMUNITY CENTRE,
GRAVEL HILL SL9 9QX

Afternoon tea Prize giving at 4.45pm Raffle

Tickets £40 per table
Please bring cards and a tablecloth

Please do come and support us!

Name............................................................................................
Address.........................................................................................
Phone number...............................................................................
Please reserve me ...... table/s. Cheque enclose (payable to 
Friend’s of Milton’s Cottage) for £......

Please send to: Mrs Carole Lucas, The Old Rectory, Deanway, 
Chalfont St Giles, Buckinghamshire, HP8 4JH
01494 871154; caroleluc@aol.com
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