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Keith Sugden serves the Pimms (above) and partygoers enjoy the fine weather (right)

After the disappointment 
of  last year, it was lovely to 
be able to get together in 
the ottage garden and meet 
old friends and welcome 
some new ones. 

Pimms, created by Keith 
Sugden and Carole Lucas, 
flowed and kept the conversation 
well fuelled, while delicious 
snacks provided by some of  the 
Friends were passed around the 
guests all evening. 

Speeches were given by 
Friends Chairman, Keith 
Sugden, who talked about events 
and achievements past and 
future, and by Eddie Dawson, 
who congratulated the Friends 

on all they had done to help 
maintain and enhance the 
cottage. A great evening.

The cottage garden has been 
looking particularly spectacular 
this year. It may be closed 
for winter – but maybe these 
pictures will inspire you to plan 
a visit next spring. 
As well as looking around the 
fascinating exhibits in the mu-
seum, you can stroll around this 
well-stocked garden, featuring 
many of  the plants mentioned in 
Milton’s poetry. This is the only 
cottage garden in the Chilterns 
listed by English Heritage as a 
Grade II Registered Historic 
Garden, worth visiting in its own 
right. Like Paradise itself  …

Laurel and Myrtle and what higher 
grew
Of  firm and fragrant leaf: on either 
side
Acanthus, and each odourous bushy 
shrub
Fenc’d up the verdant wall, each 
beauteous flower,
Iris all hues, Roses and Jessamine
Reard high their flourish’d heads 
between, and wrought
Mosaic.

(Paradise Lost, Book 4, 694ff)

Garden at 
its best for 
Pimms...

take a closer look at 
the garden – and some 
of  it’s Milton themed 
inhabitants, including a 
new arrival!
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Don’t miss life’s big chances! The Friend’s 
Committee needs a new volunteer who has the time 
and skills needed to organise fund-raising events. 
This could be you! If so please get in touch.

this edition’s neologism  
is unique. 

It was apparently coined 
twice at the same time by two 
different authors and with two 
different meanings. Milton’s 
meaning is “a view, a scene in the 
country”.

“The lowering element
Scowls o’er the darken’d landskip 

snow, or shower.”
Paradise Lost Book IV.

Meanwhile his idealogical 
opponent, the Earl of  
Clarendon, who was a major 
player in the Restoration 
was using the meaning “a 
compendium”:

“That landscape of  iniquity, that 
sink of  sin etc”

History of  the Grand Rebellion, 
Book XV.

This meaning was also 
applied in defamatory ephithets 
applied to Oliver Cromwell 
in An Anabaptist petition 
to the King in 1658. Many 
thanks to Eddie Dawson at the 
Cottage for passing on his new 
discovery for our delectation.

Neologism of the month: Landscape or Landskip

Snowstorm: Hannibal 
and his army crossing the 
Alps,  JMW Turner, 1812

A quotAtion is brought 
to mind by a recent gift to 
the cottage. 
Professor Richard Dickson, a 
teacher of  English at Gainsville 
in Florida, and his wife Lanier 
Harper-Dickson visited the 
cottage on June 1st this year. 
Professor Dickson later wrote 
to curator Eddie Dawson that 
his students were enjoying 
hearing about Prince Charles’ 
astonishment at finding that 
his ancestor was a book burner. 
He also sent a full-sized, 
authentic reproduction of  a 
cormorant. You will remember 
that in Book 4 of  Paradise 

Lost, Satan assumes the shape 
of  a cormorant and sits on the 
highest tree in Paradise, the tree 
of  life, in order to look around 
him and spy out the situation 
there …
Thence up he flew, and on the Tree 
of  Life,
The middle tree and highest there that 
grew, 
Sat like a cormorant; yet not true Life
Thereby regaind, but sat devising 
Death
To them who lived; nor on the virtue 
thought
Of  that life-giving Plant, but only 
used
For prospect, what well used had been 

the pledge 
Of  immortality. 

(Paradise Lost, Book 4, 194ff)

The Dicksons’ generous and 
thoughtful gift adds to the 
Paradise Lost-themed cottage 
garden. The cormorant may 
be seen glaring at Eve in the 
orchard – as if  she didn’t 
already have enough problems 
with the enormous snake now 
coiled around the bottom of  the 
tree. The snake briefly featured 
at the Pimms Event in August 
this year and was introduced 
by Eddie to the assembled 
gathering. 

Who’s hiding in 
Milton’s garden?



the wonderful picture 
of  Comus and the Lady 
Benighted from John Milton, 
now hanging in the old 
kitchen, was acquired for 
the cottage in 2001. 

The Museum curator, Eddie 
Dawson, spotted it coming up for 
auction in a Christie’s catalogue 
in May of  that year and realised 
that it would be necessary to 
raise the money for it quickly. It’s 
one thing acquiring something 
through private sellers, galleries 
or bookshops, but an auction 
requires some fast thinking and 
fast action. Fortunately the Hon 
John Michaelson and his wife 
Susan had recently acquired 
Bottrells Close, about a mile up 
the road from the cottage. 

There has been a long historic 
connection between the cottage 
and Bottrells Close, and this made 
John Michaelson an obvious 
person to approach, particularly 
as Eddie knew the couple socially 
and was able to raise the question 
of  the picture over a friendly 
dinner in June. He explained that 
the picture had come up for sale 
and the lack of  funds, and asked 
whether Michaelson  would be 
prepared to inspect it (or rather 
get his agent to) and see whether 
he would be interested. 

In the event the Michaelsons 
were interested and a successful 
bid secured the picture, which 
was rolled up and in a very bad 
state of  repair, and required a 
considerable amount of  cleaning 
and restoration as well a framing. 
Finally in 2002 the picture was 
presented to the cottage as an 
open ended loan and hung in 
its present position. A reception 
was held at the cottage to thank 
the Michaelsons, who had thus 
re-established in the 21st Century 
the close relationship between 
Bottrells Close and Milton’s 
cottage. The Michaelsons now 

live in America.
“toing and froing” between 
Bottrells Close and Milton’s 
Cottage*

There was a very close 
connection between Bottrells and 
the Cottage between 1665 and 
1666. In 1665 Bottrells became 
occupied by a Quaker family, 
the Peningtons. They were close 
friends of  Milton, who a little 
before their arrival had himself  
come to live in Chalfont St Giles 
with his wife, Elizabeth Minshull, 
and his daughter Deborah. 

Isaac Penington was the 
eldest son of  a City merchant. 
His father, Sir Isaac Penington 
was Sheriff  and Lord Mayor of  
London and a high ranking officer 
under Cromwell. Sir Isaac was a 
member of  the Commission that 
tried and condemned Charles I, 
although he did not sign the king’s 
death warrant. Nevertheless, 
he was convicted of  treason at 
the Restoration in 1661, had his 
property seized by the Crown, 
and died in the Tower of  London 
awaiting hanging, drawing and 
quartering. The younger Isaac 

and his brother William became 
religious non-conformists and 
joined the Quakers. Another 
brother, Arthur, became a Roman 
Catholic priest. 

At the Restoration, Milton also 
suffered, having been arrested 
and heavily fined. He returned 
to his house in Bunhill Fields 
impoverished and disillusioned. 
He did take in pupils to earn 
money and this led to his meeting 
with Thomas Ellwood who was 
introduced to the poet through 
the Peningtons. 

Ellwood became Milton’s latin 
scholar and amanuensis, and 
their friendship lasted till the 
end of  Milton’s life, although his 
studies with Milton were curtailed 
when he was appointed tutor to 
the Peningtons in 1662. When 
the great plague struck London 
in 1665 and the corpses were 
passing Milton’s home every day 
on the way to the mass grave in 
Artillery Row, it was Ellwood 
who had found the “pretty box 
in Chalfont St Giles” for his one-
time master. He had been living 
with the Peningtons in the area 

before their removal to Bottrells. 
As a protégé and disciple of  
Penington, Ellwood had become 
a Quaker and like Penington 
suffered persecution for his beliefs. 
He was actually in prison for 
attending a Quaker funeral when 
Milton arrived in Chalfont St 
Giles but it was after his release 
and on a subsequent visit that 
he was handed the manuscript 
of  Paradise Lost, which he read 
and returned with the famous 
comment “Thou hast said here 
must about paradise lost; but what 
hast thou to say of  Paradise found?” 
It is to Ellwood, then, as Milton 
commented, that we owe Paradise 
Regained. 

There can be little doubt that 
during Milton’s stay in Chalfont 
St Giles, which lasted until about 
April 1666, he must have been a 
frequent visitor at the house where 
his pious and cultivated friends 
were staying. It is known that 
Isaac Penington’s stepdaughter, 
Gulielma Springett, on return 
visits with Elwood to the cottage 
would play the lute and sing to 
Milton in the garden. Gulielma 
was the first wife of  William Penn, 
the founder of  Pennsylvania.
the Painter of  Comus

The painting of  Comus, 
acquired through the generosity 
of  John Michaelson, was by John 
Wood RA and painted in 1829. 
The artist was born in London in 
June 1801, the son of  a drawing 
master. The Oxford Dictionary 
of  National Biography tells us he 
showed an early inclination for 
art.

He studied at Sass’s Academy 
and at the RA Schools where in 
1825 he gained the gold medal 
for his painting Joseph Expounding 
the Dreams of  the Chief  Butler and 
Baker. In 1826 he exhibited Psyche 
Wafted by Zephyrs (Sir John Soane’s 
Museum, London). 
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Catch up with Milton next spring! The cottage  
will be open daily from 1 March-31 October 2014,  
Tuesday-Sunday, 10am-1pm & 2pm-6pm 
(last visitors 5pm). Closed Mondays except for 
Bank Holidays. For info call: 01494 872313

Comus and the Lady

Neologism of the month: Landscape or Landskip

Comus and the Lady



Not a friend yet? Joining helps with operation and 
maintenance costs of the cottage and museum. You 
will be invited to attend events, get free entrance, and 
be kept up to date via the newsletter. Download a 
joining form at: www.miltonscottage.org/friends

Friends’ news: An empty chair

Please come along to the Friends of Milton’s Cottage 
AGM, 10th December, at 8pm in the Reading Room at 
Chalfont St Giles. 
Mince pies and mulled wine will be served.

Annual 

General  

Meeting

Design by Accurate Yak | e-mail: accurateyak@gmail.com | web: accurateyak.carbonmade.com

At present the committee 
consists of  six volunteers. 
four live in Chalfont St 
Giles, one in Denham and 
one in twickenham. 

At the next AGM in December 
Kathryn Gordon will step 
down. She has been invited to 
chair the Fabric Committee at 
St Albans Cathedral  and feels 
she needs to concentrate on 
that role. We wish her well and 
feel she will have much to offer 
the cathedral. While involved 
with Milton’s Cottage Kathryn 
has been a skilled arranger of  
fund-raising events, especially 
the very successful concert at 
the Vache. She has also worked 
on ideas about a poetry reading 
competition for local schools. 

We will need to replace 
Kathryn with another volunteer 
who feels they have time and the 
skills needed to help organise the 
occasional fund-raising event. 
Could this be you? If  so please 
get in touch. Call Keith Sugden 
on: 01895 831774 or e-mail 
keith.sugden@hotmail.co.uk

Comus and the Lady
From page 3

In 1834 he competed 
successfully for the 
commission for the altar-piece 
of  St James’s Bermondsey, and 
in 1836 gained a prize for his 
picture of  Elisabeth in the Tower 
after the death of  her sister, Queen 
Mary. 

He won a great reputation, 
and the ODNB comments that 
“His early works were praised 
for displaying invention and 
design”. He continued to 
exhibit at the RA and the 
British Institute until 1862, but 
his later works suffered as a 
result of  poor health. During 
the latter part of  his career he 

painted mainly portraits and 
biblical subjects. His portraits 
of  Sir Robert Peel, Earl Grey, 
and the antiquary John Britton 
(NPG) have been engraved. 

John Wood died in London 
in April 1870. His wealth at 
his death was under £5,000. 
His pictures, including 
Comus can be seen on line 
at the BBC’s Your Paintings: 
www.bbc.co.uk/arts/
yourpaintings 

*This information is drawn from 
C.J.L. Elwell’s Bottrells Close, Some 
Notes for a History (1973), and 
J.C. Michaelson’s Bottrells Close, A 
Short History (2005)

Dr David Allan, retired 
Curator historian of  the 
royal Society of  Arts and 
honorary President of  the 
William Shipley Group for 
rSA history writes: 

In 1861 the Society of  
Arts (it become the 
Royal Society of  
Arts in 1908) 
initiated the 
scheme “to 
commemorate 
the residences 
of  historic 
characters 
by means 
of  memorial 
tablets”, which was 
subsequently carried 
on by the London County 
Council and afterwards by 
English Heritage. The Society's 
tablets were made in terracotta 
by Minton and were circular 

in form with the solitary 
exception of  that put up to 
Milton in 1901. The site chosen 
was the front of  a factory in 
Bunhill Row, which occupied 
the position of  the house in 

which Milton died on 4 
November 1674. An 

oblong tablet of  
white terracotta 
was used with the 
inscription:

“Site of  the 
House in which 

John Milton wrote 
“Paradise Lost”, and 

died in 1674. Society 
of  Arts 1901”

The factory with the tablet 
were destroyed by bomb 
damage in the Second World 
War. However, the Society had 
before 1901 commissioned a 

circular tablet which remains 
in its possession to the present 
day. The writer discovered 
it in a basement cellar in the 
RSA’s house in John Adam 
Street Adelphi in 1954 and, 
when funds became available 
in the 1970s, arranged for it to 
be cleaned and put in a frame 
which was fixed to the wall 
of  the Society’s Library. This, 
he remembers, once caused 
some confusion to visitors who 
thought that Milton had lived in 
the Durham House area. 

The tablet is now stored with 
the Society's reserve collection 
of  paintings and sculpture and 
may be viewed on application 
to the present Archivist, Evelyn 
Watson, at 8 John Adam Street, 
London WC2N 6EZ. 

To arrange a viewing call: 
020 7451 6885 or email: 
evelyn.watson@rsa.org.uk.

The RSA Milton Memorial


