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The annual Pimms Party in the garden at  
Milton’s Cottage garden. Join us in raising a glass  
to our hero and swallow a few delightful canapes.  
For more information turn to page 4.

Summer’s here, which means...

‘Milton travelled well’
THE fourth annual Milton 
lecture was deliverd by 
lecturer Emeritus Professor 
Thomas Corns on Monday 
16 March at the Mercers’ 
Hall in London.

Professor Corns, who has 
recently retired from the English 
department at Bangor University, 
spoke on ‘Milton and America’. 

John Milton and the architects 
of  American Independence 
shared a formidable and worthy 
adversary in Dr Samuel Johnson, 
by the mid-eighteenth century 
the towering public intellectual 
on the British cultural scene. He 
offers a critique of  both which 
shares considerable common 
ground. 

Dr Johnson’s pen portrait 
of  Milton is of  a dangerously 
subversive figure whose 
apparent demands for liberty 
are compromised, hypocritically, 
by his domestic despotism and 
by a misjudged sense of  his own 
importance. 

The most important of  
Johnson’s writing about America 
was his Taxation No Tyranny, 
published in March 1775 as 
rupture with the American 

colonies was imminent. Johnson 
was a tory, a supporter of  the 
episcopalian Church of  England 
and a pensioner of  the crown; his 
position on the actions, demands 
and declarations emanating from 
America is uncompromising. 
Johnson’s image of  the American 
leadership matches his depiction 
of  Milton’s self-delusion about 

his own heroism and significance. 
The slave-owning freedom 
fighters, as he represented them 
to be,  mirror the contradiction 
of  Milton the freedom-loving 
domestic tyrant. Johnson, as 
James Boswell observes, was 
‘always ... very zealous against 
slavery in every form.’

Milton’s foot was from the 

outset in the door of  some of  the 
American colonies, as a puritan 
writer addressing a puritan 
audience. Roger Williams, the 
founder  of  Rhode Island was 
a friend; Cotton Mather of  
Massachusetts certainly read 
him. Milton’s works, in their 
early London-printed editions 
circulated as surely there as they 
did in provincial England, albeit 
with a more extended line of  
communication. 

By 1714 Yale had copies 
of  all Milton’s poetry and 
published prose. Moreover, in 
America the radical Milton, 
as opposed to the Protestant 
bard, remained a more current 
and more acceptable version 
of  the man than in eighteenth-
century England.  This more 
controversial Milton was 
perceived as articulating safely 
- in that he was long dead -  
radical ideas that chimed with 
early revolutionary thinking. 
Milton in his assertion of  
individual liberty of  conscience, 
his opposition to church 
hierarchy,  and his potent critique 
of  kingship...

Turn to page 2 
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Professor Corns delivers his lecture at the Mercers’ Hall



‘Irksome’
“Sole Eve, associate sole, to me beyond
Compare above all living creatures dear …
For not to irksome toil, but to delight
He made us, and delight to reason join’d”

[Paradise Lost, Book 9, lines 227-243]

Neologism of  the month
IF somebody is loquacious 
(Neologism of  the Month, 
September 2014) then they 
may also be irksome, in 
the OED sense “irritating, 
annoying”. But as you 
will see from Milton’s 
first use of  the word, he 
meant something closer to 
‘wearisome, burdensome’. 

The etymology of  irksome is 
rather mystifying. It might come 
from Old Norse yrkja “work”; or 
the source might be Old English 
weorcsum “painful, hurtful”; 
or the origin could be Middle 
English irk + some. Take your 
pick!

This is so confusing that one 
online wit writes: “If  you are 
a person who likes to know 
exactly where words come from, 
you might find it irksome that 
the etymology of  irksome’s 
15th century ancestor irken is 
unknown. If  you complain about 
this to your friends, they might 
start to find you irksome also!”

And so to the first coining of  
the word by Milton. It comes 
from a passage in Paradise 
Lost where Adam and Eve 
are discussing the division of  
horticultural labour now that 
they have been thrown out of  
paradise.

From front page
...plainly spoke to John 

Adams and specially to Thomas 
Jefferson, who drew heavily on 
his anti-prelatical tracts and on 
his late tolerationist writing in 
drafting the ‘Statute of  Virginia 
for Religious Freedom’. His 
presence and influence are to be 
perceived in the Declaration of  
Independence. 

The lecture went on to 
consider Milton’s impact on 
nineteenth-century American 
writing and ended with an 
account of  Peter Ackroyd’s 
Milton in America.

Professor Corns concluded 
that ‘Milton had travelled well’.

Professor Corns’ current 
project is to produce the 
Complete Works of  John Milton 
in eleven volumes for the OUP. 
The co-editor in this great 
endeavour is non other than 
the Friends’ most long-standing 
supporter and our second Milton 
lecturer, Emeritus Professor 
Gordon Campbell.

‘Milton and 
America’ 
annual lecture

Not a friend yet? Let us tempt you. As well as 
supporting us, you will be invited to events, get free 
entrance, and be kept up to date via the newsletter. 
Download a form at: www.miltonscottage.org/friends

The lecture by Professor Thomas Corns (below) attracted a large audience

Creation – Adam and Eve Toil, from Art in the Christian Tradition,  
a project of  the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN



Don’t miss the annual Pimms Party in the 
beautiful garden of Milton’s Cottage on  
Friday 31 July. Join us in raising a glass to our hero 
and swallow a selection of delightful canapes. 
For more information turn to page 4.

HAVE you ever taken a few 
minutes to leaf  through the 
visitors book? Keith Sugden 
was passing the time at 
the Cottage and spotted 
a fascinating visitor: 100 
years ago on 7 November 
1914, Hilda Flinders 
Petrie (address UCL) 
signed, wife of  the famous 
Egyptologist and pioneer of  
archaeological technique.

Brought up in London, Hilda 
Urlin (1871-1957) often went 
on bicycling expeditions with 
her friend Beatrice Orme. They 
explored the countryside, visiting 
and sketching ancient churches, 
and making brass rubbings.

Hilda enjoyed visiting galleries 
and museums. She studied 
geology at King’s College for 
Women, and was hired by 
Flinders Petrie (1853-1942) at 
the age of  25 as an artist. This 
led to their marriage on 26 
November 1896. The couple 
left for Egypt the following 
day. Petrie was an English 
Egyptologist and a pioneer 
of  systematic methodology in 
archaeology and preservation 
of  artefacts. He held the first 
chair of  Egyptology in the 
United Kingdom, and excavated 
many of  the most important 
archaeological sites in Egypt in 
conjunction with his wife.

During their first expedition, 
Hilda worked in the deep 
shafts of  the tombs that were 
being excavated, climbing 
down a rope ladder to copy the 
scenes and inscriptions found 
deep underground. One large 
sarcophagus had some 20,000 
hieroglyphs to record, and 
Hilda spent days lying on the 
ground in order to copy them. 
Her record work also included 
drawing the profiles of  the 
pots, beads, scarabs and other 
small finds of  the excavation, 
and sometimes writing the 

daily journal that was sent 
weekly to report progress to 
the Committee, and assisting 
Flinders Petrie to write the 
excavation reports. Her role 
did not include running the 
domestic side of  the expedition, 
which was undertaken by 
Flinders Petrie as it had been 
done for many years, with 
excavators expected to live on 
canned food and ship’s biscuits. 
She to accompanied her 
husband into the field every year 
except for a period when their 
son and daughter were young. 

This was a working 
partnership that endured for 
their lifetimes. Hilda traveled 

and worked with Flinders to 
excavate and record numerous 
sites in Egypt, and later in 
Palestine. This included 
directing some excavations 
herself, and working in often 
difficult and dangerous 
conditions to produce copies 
of  tomb hieroglyphs and plans, 
and to record the work for 
reports to the Egypt Exploration 
Fund. When the British School 
of  Archaeology in Egypt was 
founded in 1905 in London by 
Flinders Petrie, she worked as 
its secretary and fundraiser to 
secure support for the school 
and their continued excavations. 
Her work was published, and 

she also gave public lectures in 
London and elsewhere.

In 1933, on retiring from 
his professorship at University 
College London, Petrie moved 
permanently to Jerusalem, 
where he lived with Lady 
Petrie at the British School of  
Archaeology, then temporarily 
headquartered at the American 
School of  Oriental Research 
(today the W. F. Albright 
Institute of  Archaeological 
Research). For two seasons 
between 1935 and 1937, they 
excavated the mound of  Sheikh 
Zoweyd, which had been a 
frontier fortress between Egypt 
and Asia. A planned excavation 
in 1939 was called off when 
bandits attacked and looted 
their camp.

When he died in 1942, Petrie 
donated his head (and thus his 
brain) to the Royal College 
of  Surgeons of  London while 
his body was interred in the 
Protestant Cemetery on Mt. 
Zion. World War II was then 
at its height, and the head was 
delayed in transit. After being 
stored in a jar in the college 
basement, its label fell off and 
no one knew who the head 
belonged to. It was identified 
however, and is now stored, 
but not displayed, at the Royal 
College of  Surgeons of  London.

After Petrie’s death, Hilda 
Petrie saw out the rest of  the 
war living at the American 
School of  Palestine while 
editing his papers, which she 
had determined to send to the 
newly formed library of  the 
Department of  Antiquities 
at Khartoum. In 1947 she 
returned to Hampstead, 
England where she wound up 
the affairs of  the British School 
and was in 1952 at last able to 
publish the tomb reliefs that she 
had copied in 1905 at Saqqara, 
before her death in 1957.

Pages reveal pioneering guest

Hilda and Flinders Petrie (top) and the page from the 
Cotttage visotor book bearing her signature (above)



Add your name to a distinguished list this season!
The cottage is staffed by knowledgeable volunteers 
and is open until 31 October 2015 on Tuesdays, Bank 
Holiday weekends, and by appointment for groups.

Design by Accurate Yak | e-mail: accurateyak@gmail.com | web: accurateyak.carbonmade.com

IT has been a very busy time keeping 
the weeds down, and more recently, 
clearing bluebells and ground elder. 

John Bradley has been cutting the lawns 
on a regular basis, and we now have 
Janice Pendle helping with the garden 

maintenance. Jan Still has given the topiary 
its first trim of  the year, and the garden 
was looking its best for the Village Open 

Summer’s here in the garden
Gardens Day on 7th June. 

The Viburnum Plicatum has 
been much admired by visitors, 
and it seems to be a bumper year 
for blossom. Fortunately most 
plants seem to have survived the 
winter, although we have lost a 
scented Viburnum and the Myrtle 
has suffered badly. We have 
planted lots of  Cosmos to flower 
later which Andy has grown from 
seed.

Bluebells...

...viburnum...

...and wisteria


